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Genoa Town 
Office…
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SEE RADON — PAGE 7



Tiffini Drew was hired as the new Office 
Assistant for the Town of Genoa office this year.  

“She has done a remarkable job,” says former 
Town Manager Phil Ritger.  

Tiffini said recently, “Growing up in the Carson 
Valley, I’ve attended my share of Genoa Candy 
Dance Faires. Having the opportunity to see it from 
the other side this year while taking part in the 
effort and coordination that goes into preparing for 
the event, and to see the incredible volunteerism of 
the community was quite an experience.” 

“I look forward to continuing in my new position 
here in Genoa.” Please give a warm Genoa welcome 
to Tiffini when you meet her. 

Contact Tiffini at the Town office regarding any 
town business, (775) 782-8696.

As 2018 rapidly comes 
to an end, your Friends 

of Genoa Board reflects on yet another 
productive year.  With this in mind, we are 
deeply indebted to our members for giving 
their time, support and heart-felt dedication to 
the efforts of our organization.  

Without your hard work, the successes, such 
as the Genoa Americana Celebration for 
example, would not have been possible. To 
that end, the FOG Board will continue to 
unconditionally support our purpose of 
promoting the Town of Genoa.  

The Friends of Genoa is a 501c(3) non-profit 
corporation, as such your annual membership, 
contributions and donations may be tax 
deductible. We encourage you to check with 
your tax preparer or accountant.   

The Friends of Genoa Board sends our warmest 
thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful Holiday 
and a Happy New Year.  

If you’re are interested in joining Friends of 
Genoa, dues are just $50 per year. All funds go 
toward supporting events like the Genoa 
Americana Celebration. You may request an 
application by email at:  

FriendsofGenoaNV@gmail.com 
May your holiday wishes come true and your 

New Year be happy and fruitful!  
— from all of us, Friends of Genoa
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Greetings from 
The Friends  
of Genoa

Friends of Genoa News

Genoa’s newest town 
employee: Tiffini Drew
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Concert starts at 6:30 PM. Doors open at 5:30 PM.  
Pre-concert Chili & Baked Potato Dinner 
starts at 5 PM. 
ADULT TICKETS: Concert $20 
Concert & Dinner $35 
Children: $5 OFF 

Chili & Baked Potato dinner 
with all the fixings is hosted 
by the Friends of Genoa.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8

Ho! Ho! Ho!

Contact the Town Office for Tickets:  (775) 782-8696.



By Chris Johnson 

Greetings from Mormon Station 
State Historic Park!  

So far it has been a great fall 
here at the park — we are 
currently on pace for record 
visitation for the month of 
October, and our “Guided Walk of 
Historic Genoa” programs have 
been proven to be quite popular.  

Most of the guided walks are 
averaging 25-30 participants and, 
it appears, after each program 
ended, many participants ate 
lunch in town and browsed the 
shops and businesses, so 
hopefully these walking tour 
programs (and others we offer at 
the park) are benefitting the 
community as a whole.  

In the last Genoa Connection, I 
mentioned that we are planning to 
develop an exhibit on the far 
north end of the park (the open 
area in front of the old chicken 
coops) that will focus on the 

ranching and agriculture history 
of Genoa and Carson Valley. It is 
part of a larger plan we have the 
for the entire park which consists 
of turning the park’s existing 
walkways into a “self-guided 
educational walking path” via the 
addition of educational signs and 
exhibits — exhibits for visitors 
focusing on the Gellatt Livery, 
Gray’s Blacksmith Shop, Genoa’s 
Chinatown, the Mormon Station 
stockade and Genoa Canyon.  

We hope that this self-guided 
walking path will add an entirely 
new element to the park, 
enhancing the visitor experience, 
enticing more people to visit 
Genoa by offering “things to do.”  

We recently had a setback 
regarding donated antique farm 
equipment. If anyone owns 

antique farming equipment from 
the late 1800s/early 1900s, we are 
looking for an “on loan from” or 
donated items to be part of this 
new exhibit. If you might be 
interested in donating/loaning to 
Mormon Station, please call, email 
or simply stop by the park in 
person to discuss it with me. You 
can reach me at (775) 782-2590, 
or mormonstation@parks.nv.gov. 

For details about the park, visit 
our Facebook page at 
Facebook.com/MormonStation.  

To contact the park, call: (775) 
782-2590, or email: 
mormonstation@parks.nv.gov or 
visit the Nevada State Parks 
website for schedules & updates: 
parks.nv.gov/parks/mormon-station.
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By Billie J. Rightmire,  
Genoa Town Historian 

Halloween has always 
been a fun time for the 
kids in Genoa. Many 
years ago, much like 
today, kids gathered at 
about dusk to begin trick 
or treating, house to 
house, through and 
around town. If treats 
were not given, then it was time 
for a little tricking! 

Yes, Genoa kids did get into 
trouble during Halloween. In one 
instance Judge Daniel Virgin, a 
very prominent Genoa attorney 
who owned the Pink House, had 
a frustrating experience.  

The day after Halloween, the 
good judge could not find his 
buggy. He went to his barn and 
found his horse still in its stall, 
so realized, at least no one had 
taken his horse and buggy.  

“Where could that buggy be?” 
he thought. Did someone really 
steal his buggy?  

Of course, the good Judge 
forgot it was Halloween the night 
before when “goblins and 
ghosts” were busy creating mild 
havoc. The judge asked 
everyone he met in town if they 
had seen his buggy.  

“Why, no Judge, I haven’t. Did 
you lose it?” was the reply wilst 
hiding amused smiles.  

This went on for several days 
until the Judge looked back at 
his barn from the street and 
there on the top of the barn roof 
was his buggy!  

Everyone in town had a good 
laugh at the judge’s expense. 
Several of town’s men managed 
to lower the buggy to the ground 
without hurting it. 

Judge Virgin was happy to find 
his buggy and, since there was 
no damage to it, he found the 

prank worth retelling to his 
many valley friends, saying with 
a laugh, “I don’t know how those 
boys managed to get my buggy 
up on top of the barn roof! They 
must have really put a lot of 
shoulder strength into it.” 

Who were the boys? No one 
was telling! — A true story. 

Judge Daniel Webster Virgin 
Daniel Virgin was born July 4, 

1835, in Concord, New 
Hampshire. As a young adult he 
taught school while pursuing his 
law studies. He was admitted to 
the Bar in 1861.  

While practicing law in the 
Nevada Territory, and then the 
State of Nevada, he became 
known as the “Dean of Nevada 
Lawyers.” An honorable title of 
respect that was well and truly 
deserved by the judge.  

Daniel Virgin was the first 
judge to sit the bench in the 
newly built Genoa Courthouse in 
1864 where he held court until 
1867. After leaving the seat, he 
served as District Attorney for 
many years.
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Something ‘Strange’ happened on Halloween…

Horse and buggy illustration, circa 1800s



My name is Melissa 
Blosser and I am 
honored to be 
serving as the 
Interim Genoa Town 
Manager. The Genoa 
Town Board and 
Douglas County 
entered into an inter-
local agreement 
allowing me to serve 
while the Town finds 
a permanent replacement.  

I am currently splitting my 
duties between my position with 
the County and as the Interim 
Town Manager — My Genoa 

office hours are on 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays and by 
appointment.   

Feel free to stop 
by the office or set 
up an appointment 
with me should you 
have any questions 
or concerns 
regarding the Town.  

I look forward to 
celebrating the Christmas season 
with all of you while enjoying the 
picture perfect view that can be 
found on every corner of this 
historic Nevada town.
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Interim Town Manager: ‘Hello, Genoa!’

The Nevada Radon Education 
Program (NREP) is offering a 
Radon Awareness Presentation 
on January 9 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Genoa Town Hall for all 
concerned Genoa residents.  

Radon is a naturally occurring 
radioactive gas that you can’t 
see, smell or taste. It is also the 
leading cause of lung cancer 
among non-smokers in the U.S. 

The U.S. EPA estimates that 1 
out of 15 homes nationwide has 
an elevated level of radon — in 
Nevada, the ratio is 1 out of 4. 

NREP is striving to educate 
Nevadans about this potential 
health risk in resident’s homes by 

providing FREE Radon Test Kits 
to Nevada residents and detailed 
information on why, where and 
how to mitigate radon in a home. 

Starting Jan. 10 — and through 
February — radon test kits will 
available for Free to Genoa area 
residents at the Genoa Office. 
(Also on hand year-round for free at 
the Co-op Extension Office at 1325 
Waterloo Lane in Gardnerville.) 

Contact the Town, (775) 782-8696  
or visit the NREP website at 
www.RadonNV.com — or call,  

1-888-
RADON10 

(1-888-723-6610)



SAVE THE DATE! 
August 16, 2019 – Dedication of 

the Lillian Virgin Finnegan statue.  
A number of special events are 

planned that day, including a 
reception for major donors, a 
public event at the statue site, 
special guests and music. 
Dedication activities are still in 
the planning stage — details will 
be included in future issues of the 
Genoa Connection Newsletter.  

For more information, contact: 
Gail Teig (775-790-4231). Email 
100thCandyDance@gmail.com or 
visit our Facebook page at 
Facebook.com/GenoaCandyDance
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Fundraising for the 7-foot 
bronze statue of Lillian Virgin 
Finnegan, to be erected at the 
corner of Main and Nixon Streets 
during the summer of 2019, is 
now complete. Many thanks to 
everyone who contributed to the 
Statue Project.  

The sculpture is currently at 
the Smedley’s home in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, where Debrine is 
working on the final sculpting and 
refining process in preparation for 
delivery to the Bronzesmith Fine 
Art Foundry & Gallery early next 
year. Debrine is also working on a 
bas relief that will be a part of the 
statue site to honor all of the 
volunteers who have contributed 
to the continued success of the 
Genoa Candy Dance for 100 years. 

The next important step in the 
Statue Project timeline is site 
planning and engineering for the 
statue. The final site design is 
nearing completion with drawings 
expected to be available for 
bidding in late 2018. It is hoped 
that construction can start as 

soon after the first of the year as 
the weather permits, so if any 
unexpected problems arise, there 
will be time to react and fix them 
before erecting the statue 
sometime in July. 

The Statue Project committee is 
coordinating with the Nevada 
State Mint to create 
commemorative silver coins with 
the image of Lillian Virgin 
Finnegan. A special event at the 
Mint is planned for April that will 
coincide with the stamping of the 
coins.

Honoring Genoa’s Volunteers – Past, present and future: 
Fundraising for Genoa Statue Project is complete



There are many opportunities 
for Genoa residents to share their 
blessings and donate to local 
charities this holiday season.  

The United States Marine Corp 
Toys for Tots program will have a 
collection bin at Gillmor Coons 
Realty at the corner of Main and 
Nixon Streets in Genoa. They will 
be accepting toys and donations 
through December 17th.  

The Pink House will be collect-
ing toys for local boys and girls in 
support of Project Santa Claus.  

The Genoa 
Volunteer Fire 
Dept. and 
Douglas Disposal 
hosted earlier 

events to collect donations for the 
Carson Valley Food Closet and 
will do so again next year. To 
donate, call (775) 782-3711 and 
look for them on the Web at 
CarsonValleyCommunityFoodCloset.org

Mule deer (native to Genoa area) add 
charm to living in our rural town. They’ve 
survived millennia by foraging on their 
own. Deer — and you — are much safer 
when you don’t feed them. 

Please remember: By Nevada revised 
statute, it is unlawful to feed wild game 
and the NDOW could fine you $500. 

Genoa residents enjoying Friday night Bocce Ball at Cottonwood Cottage.
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On a chilly October 31, ghouls, ghosts 
and goblins descended on the Genoa 
Town Hall to celebrate Halloween. There 
were games, a hayride, food and treats 
for the youngsters …and the adults. 

Thanks to all of the volunteers for 
their help and to Sandy Granucci for 
chairing yet another successful 
Halloween Party & Hayride 

A spooky good time was had by all!

DEER: Don’t feed us!

Holiday Giving Cottonwood Cottage Friday Night Bocce Ball Gang 



On Thursday, 
October 18, artist Mike 
Malley displayed and 
sold his beautiful 
original oil paintings of 
the Carson Valley at 
Trimmer Outpost’s 
Barn at 2276 Main 
Street in Genoa.  

Many of the pieces 
featured local ranches 
and barns as the 
subject matter. Mike 

sold many beautiful pieces during 
the show and generously donated 
ten percent of the proceeds to 
benefit breast cancer research.  

If you are interested in viewing 
or purchasing Mike’s work, you 
may contact him directly by 
phone at (775) 790-3614.

The Genoa Information 
Gazebo will be closed for the 
winter months. Thank you so 
much to Lynne Bowersock for her 
leadership in training and staffing 
the gazebo throughout the spring, 
summer and fall. Visitors to our 
town are always grateful to 
encounter the friendly and helpful 
Genoa Greeters who can direct 
them to our town’s shops, 
restaurants, historic sites and 
museums, etc. This is the tenth 
year the Information booth was 
open. The 29 Genoa Greeter 

volunteers welcomed 2,371 
visitors to our town who traveled 
from as far away as Australia, 
England, Norway, the 
Netherlands, Ireland …and from 
our original namesake city… 
Genoa, Italy. 

GENOA TOWN ADVISORY 
BOARD NEWS 

Greg Pace, Linda Birdwell and 
Tim DeTurk will conclude their 
terms on the Genoa Town 
Advisory Board in December. Greg 

has served on the town board for 
twelve years, the maximum 
number allowed; Tim and Linda 
have served for four years.  

All have provided valuable 
input and insights as they 
rendered decisions on behalf of 
Genoa residents. We thank them 
for their dedication and service to 
Genoa. The board welcomes 
newest member Brian Crowe who 
was declared elected in the 
November election. Brian will be 
sworn into office in January. 

Mike Malley, Carson Valley Artist
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GENOA NOTES: Many thanks to Lynne Bowersock and her gazebo volunteers;  
Genoa Town Board has a new member with more to come…

C A R S O N  V A L L E Y  A R T  S C E N E  

Art show featuring local artist Michael Malley



Billie Rightmire previously 
introduced readers to Genoa’s 
artist, Hans Meyer-Kassel, and 
his wife, Maria Meyer-Kassel.  

Maria took very good care of 
Hans, baking him fresh butter 
cookies for his kafeclatch each 
day. It was said that Maria’s 
butter cookies would melt in 
your mouth. Please enjoy! 

I N G R E D I E N T S :  
2 cups of butter 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
1-¼ cups of cane sugar 
3-½ cups flour 

D I R E C T I O N S :  
Preheat oven to 375°F.  

Cream butter and sugar until 
pale yellow in color. Mix in 
remaining ingredients. If using a 
cookie press, allow dough to sit 
at room temperature at least one 
hour. If rolling dough and using a 
cookie cutter, start right away, or 
chill one hour in refrigerator if 
dough is too soft or sticky.  

Bake for 9 minutes, or until 
edges are golden brown. 

Optional: Decorate with 
sprinkles, powdered sugar, fruit 
glaze or frosting. For thumbprint 
cookies, indent center with finger 
and fill with jelly. Makes 
approximately 4 dozen cookies. 

(Recipe provided by Maria’s nephew, 
William “Bill” H. Brooks.)

At the October Genoa Town 
Board meeting, Phil Ritger was 
presented a clock for his time of 
service to Genoa for the past 5 
years. His performance as Town 
Manager was outstanding.  

Phil recently accepted the 
position of Director of Public 
Works for Douglas County and has 
begun work in his new role there.  

We wish Phil good luck and all 
the best in his new job! 
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Maria’s Butter Cookies
Congrats, Phil!
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Nov. 30 – Friday              Christmas in Genoa: CHRISTMAS CAROLING           Genoa Church                                 5:30 p.m. 
                                           Christmas in Genoa: TREE LIGHTING                         Nixon & Main Streets                    6:30 p.m. 

Dec. 1 – Saturday            BREAKFAST with SANTA  (3 seatings)                         Town Hall                 8:30, 9:40 & 10:50 a.m. 
Dec. 5 – Wednesday        Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m. 

Dec. 8 – Saturday            FOG’s Christmas Chili & Baked Potato Dinner       Old Fire Hall / Town Office            5:00 p.m. 
                                           & COWBOY CHRISTMAS concert with MARY KAYE   Town Hall                   Doors Open 5:30 p.m. 

Jan. 1 – Tuesday              HAPPY NEW YEAR 2019!                                                  Genoa                                                  All Day 
Jan. 2 – Wednesday         Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m. 

Jan. 9 – Wednesday         RADON AWARENESS Town Hall Presentation           Town Hall                                        6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 6 – Wednesday         Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 14 – Thursday         BE MINE! It’s St. Valentine’s Day!                                Genoa                                                  All Day 
Mar. 6 – Wednesday        Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                         Town Office                                     6:30 p.m. 

Mar. 17 – Sunday            St. Patrick’s Day Potluck Dinner                                  Genoa Town Hall                             6–8 p.m. 

 
Dec. 31 – Monday           Genoa Bar’s  NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY!                            The Genoa Bar                8 p.m. to Midnight

Town of Genoa Events and Meetings

Other Events for Genoa Residents and Genoa Visitors

GenoaNevada.orgVisit our website!


